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Post Office Box 1028 
Beaufort, S.C. 29901-1028 

HARBOR ISLAND UTILITIES, INC. 	(843) 982-0405 fax: 982-0707 

October 3, 2016 

Ms. Jocelyn Boyd 
Chief Clerk/ Administrator 
Public Service Commission of South Carolina 
Docketing Department 
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29210 

RE: 	Harbor Island Utilities, Inc. 
Docket No. 2016-29-WS 

Dear Ms. Boyd: 

This letter is written to comply with item #2 of your August 29, 2016 letter to our attorney, 
Mr. J. Thomas Mikell (copy attached). 

I hereby certify that the PSCSC Notice of Filing and Hearing and Prefile Testimony 
Deadline was mailed to our customers via bill inserts on September 13, 2016. Also included 
in that mailing was a copy of the enclosed letter from me to customers. 

Enclosed is a copy of the certification from The Island News that it published the Filing and 
Hearing and Prefile Testimony Deadline in its September 8, 2016 issue. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 
HA OR ISLAND UTILITIES, INC. 

Robert G. Gross 
President 

Copy: Mr. Dukes Scott, Office of Regulatory Staff (with enclosures) 



The Public Service Commission 
State of South Carolina 

COMMISSIONERS 
Swain E. Whitfield, Fifth District 

Chairman 
Corner H. "Randy" Randall, Third District 

Vice Chairman 
John E. "Butch" Howard, First District 

Elliott F. Elam, Jr., Second District 
Elizabeth B. "Lib" Fleming, Fourth District 

Nikiya "Nikki" Hall, Sixth District 
G. O'Neal Hamilton, Seventh District 

Jocelyn Boyd 
Chief Clerk/Administrator 

	
Clerk's Office 

Phone: (803) 896-5133 
	

Phone' (803) 896-5100 
Fax: (803) 896-5246 
	

Fax: (803) 896-5199 

August 29, 2016 

J. Thomas Mikell, Esquire 
Mikell Law Firm 
Post Office Box 1727 
Beaufort, SC 29901-1727 

In Re: Docket No. 2016-29-WS -Application of Harbor Island Utilities, Inc. for Approval of a New Schedule of Rates 
and Charges for Water and Sewer Service on Harbor Island, Beaufort County 

Dear Mr. Mikell: 

Enclosed herewith is the Notice of Filing and Hearing and Prefile Testimony Deadlines concerning the above-
captioned Docket In order to proceed with the processing of this matter, it will be necessary for you to accomplish 
the following: 

1. Publish at your own expense, on or before September 13, 2016, the enclosed Notice of Filing and Hearing 
and Prefile Testimony Deadlines in newspapers of general circulation one time and provide the undersigned 
Proof of Publication on or before October 4, 2016. 

2. Furnish at your own expense, on or before September 13, 2016, by U.S. Mail via bill inserts or by electronic 
mail to customers who have agreed to receive notice by electronic mail, the enclosed Notice of Filing and 
Hearing and Prete Testimony Deadlines to each affected customer and provide a Catification to the 
Commission on or before October 4, 2016, that this notification has been furnished. 

Please refer to applicable South Carolina statutes, Commission orders, rules and regulations, including 
Commission Order No. 2013-388. 

Failure to comply with the above on or before the dates indicated may result in the DISMISSAL  of your pleading. 

Please carefully review the Notice. If the Notice is not to your satisfaction, or if you find any errors, please notify 
us before publishing. 

In the meantime, if you should require additional information, please advise. 

Sincerely, 
	 A/ 

Clerk's Office 
Enclosures 

Synergy Business Park, 101 Executive Center Dr. Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210-841I,803-896-5100, www.psc.sc.gov  



The Public Service Commission 
State of South Carolina 

COMMISSIONER! 
Swain E. Whitfield, Fifth Distric 

Chairmai 
Comer H. "Randy" Randall, Third Dist* 

Vice Chatnnai 
John E "Butch" Howard, First Distric 

Elliott F. Elam, Jr., Second Distric 
Elizabeth B "Lib" Fleming, Fourth Distric 

Nilaya "Nildci" Hall, Sixth Distric 
G O'Neal Hamilton, Seventh Distric 

Jocelyn Boyd 
Chief Clerk/Administrator 	 Clerk's Offici 

	

Phone (803) 896-5133 	 Phone. (803) 896-5101 

	

Fax: (803) 896-5246 	 Fax (803) 896-5191 

August 29, 2016 

IN RE: DOCKET NO. 2016-29-WS - Application of Harbor Island Utilities, Inc. for Approval of a New Schedule 
of Rates and Charges for Water and Sewer Service on Harbor Island, Beaufort County 

TO .  ALL PARTIES OF RECORD 
Pursuant to 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-845: 

I. The Applicant must prefile with the Commission 1 copy of the direct testimony and exhibits of the 
witnesses it intends to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all Parties of 
Record on or before November 1, 2016  (must be post-marked on or before this date). 

2. Other Parties of Record and the Office of Regulatory. Staff (ORS) must prefile with the 
Commission 1 copy of direct testimony and exhibits of the witnesses they intend to present and serve 
the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all Parties of Record on or before November 15, 2016 
(must be post-marked on or before this date). 

3. The Applicant filing Rebuttal Testiinony mtist prefile with the Commission 1 copy of the testimony 
and exhibits of the witnesses it intends to present and serve the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses 
on all Parties of Record on or before November 22, 2016  (Rebuttal testimony and exhibits must be in 
the offices of the Commission and in the hands of the parties on this date). 

4. Other Parties of Record and the ORS filing Surrebuttal Testimony must prefile with the 
Commission 1 copy of the testimony and exhibits of the witnesses they intend to present and serve the 
testimony and exhibits of the witnesses on all Parties of Record on or before November 29, 2016  
(Surrebuttal testimony and exhibits must be in the offices of the Commission and in the hands of the 
parties on this date). 

Please be advised that failure to comply with the instructions contained herein could result in your proposed 
witnesses' testimony and exhibits being excluded in the subject proceeding Additionally, please note that failure to 
comply with the above on or before the dates indicated may result in the DISMISSAL of your pleading. 

Sincerely, 

Clerk's Office 

Synergy Business Park, 101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210-8411, 803-896-5100, www.pse.se.gov  



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CLERK'S OFFICE 

NOTICE OF FILING AND HEARING AND PREFILE TESTIMONY DEADLINES  

DOCKET NO. 2016-29-WS 

Application of Harbor Island Utilities, Inc. for Approval of a New Schedule of Rates and Charges for Water and 
Sewer Service on Harbor Island, Beaufort County 

Harbor Island Utilities, Inc. (Harbor Island or the Company) has filed an Application for adjustment of rates and 

charges for, and the modification of certain terms and conditions related to, the provision of water and sewer 

service for residential and commercial customers. According to the Application, due to increased operating 

expenses and major capital improvements, the Company must increase its rates and charges. Detailed cost 

justifications are included on page three of the Application and include, but are not limited to the following: 

purchasing a backi:ip generator to provide electric power to the system in the event of power failures; purchasing 

a new water valve exerciser; purchasing and installing a Mag-Meter to accurately measure the amount of treated 

effluent water pumped to the Fripp Island Public Service District (PIPSD); replacing valves in the water distribution 

system, and replacing the second of the two blowers at the wastewater treatment system. 

Harbor Island states that some of the more notable reasons the operating expenses have increased are as follows 

(see page five for the complete list): Beaufort-Jasper Water & Sewer Authority (BJWSA) raised the wholesale rate 

of its water from $2.60 per 1000 gallons to $2.63 per 1000 gallons in 2015 and from $2.63 per 1000 gallons to 

$2.66 per 1000 gallons in 2016; FIPSD increased the transportation fee for water delivered to Harbor Island from 

$0.33 per 1000 gallons to $0.34 per 1000 gallons in 2015; and the cost to dispose of waste activated sludge has 

risen from approximately $4,500 annually in 2011-2012-2013 to an average of over $14,000 annually for 2014- 

2015. 

The Application was filed pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §58-5-240 and 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-512.4A and 103- 

712.4.A. 

THE PRESENT AND PROPOSED RATES ARE SET FORTH BELOW: 

SEWER 
CURRENT RATE PROPOSED NEW RATE 

Residential $37.18/month $62.42/month 
Commercial $37.18 for 10,500 gallons plus $1.50/1,000 

excess usage 
$62.42 for 10,500 gallons plus 

51.50/1,000 excess usage 

GENERAL 

Set-Up Fee for New Customers $25.00 $25.00 
Pass Through Rate Increases from Beaufort-
Jasper Water & Sewer Authority or the Fripp 

Island Public Service District 

At Cost At Cost 

Administrative Fee for Delinquent Accounts 

$10.00. $15.00 

Late Fees in PSC.SC Regulations 134% of unpaid balance 
Returned Check Fee In PSCSC ?regulations $30.00 

Public Service Commission of South Carolina • Attention: Clerk's Office • 101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 • Columbia, SC 29210 



WATER 

CURRENT RATE PROPOSED NEW RATE . 

Residential PA" meter (base) $17.24/month $35.61/month 

Residential 1" meter (base) $21.00/month $39.37/month 

Residential 331"meter (base) $26.50/month -5-44.87/month - 

Usage 54.62/1,000 gallons 57.17/1,000 gallons 

Commercial (4" meter (base) $24.00/month $42.37/month 

Commercial 1" meter (base) $27.00/month $45.37/month. 

Commercial 114" meter (base) $33.00/month $51.37/month 

Usage $4.62/1,000 gallons $7.17/1,000 gallons 

Irrigation 34" meter (base) 517.24/month $35.61/month 

Irrigation 1" meter (base) $21.00/month $39.37/month 

Irrigation1W thiter( base) 526.50/month $44.87/month 

Usage $4.62/1,000 gallons $7.17/1,000 gallons 

Multiple ResidenEe Meters (base) 	- 517.24/month . 	$27.09/month 

Usage $4.62/1,000 gallons 57.17/1,000 gallons 

Fire Hydrant Usage 

Metef Usage Charge $65.00. $65.00 

Water Deposit $75.00 $75.00 

Usage $4.17/1,000 gallons $7.17/1,000 gallons 

A copy of the company's application can be found on the Commission's website at www.psc.sc.gov  under Docket 

No. 2016-29-WS. Additionally, a copy of the application is available from the office of J. Thomas Mikell, Esquire, 
Mikell Law Firm, Post Office Box 1727, Beaufort, South Carolina 29901-1727 and Robert G. Gross, President, Harbor 

Island Utilities, Inc., Post Office Box 1028, Beaufort, South Carolina 29901-1028. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing, pursuant to 10 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-817, on the above matter has been 
scheduled to begin on Tuesday, December 06, 2016, at 10:30 a.m., before the Commission in the Commission's 

Hearing Room at 101 Executive Center Drive, Saluda Building, Columbia, South Carolina 29210 for the purpose of 

receiving testimony and evidence from all interested parties. The hearing may continue through December 7, 2016, 

if necessary. 

Any person who wishes to participate in this matter as a party of record should file a Petition to Intervene in 

accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure on or before October 4, 2016, by filing the 

Petition to Intervene with the Commission, by providing a copy to the Office of Regulatory Staff and by providing a 
copy to all parties of record. For the receipt of future Commission correspondence, please include an email address 

in the Petition to Intervene. Please refer to Docket No. 2016-29-WS and mail a copy to all other parties in this 
docket. Any person who seeks to intervene and who wishes to testify and present evidence at the hearing should 

notify, in writing, the Commission; the Office of Regulatory Staff at 1401 Main Street, Suite 900, Columbia, South 

Carolina 29201; and the company at the above address, on or before October 4, 2016. Please refer to Docket No. 
2016-29-WS. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD (Applicant, Petitioners, and Intervenors only): 
All Parties of Record must prefile testimony with the Commission and with all Parties of Recbrd. Prefiled Testimony 

Deadlines: Applicant's Direct Testimony Due: 11/1/2016; Other Parties of Record Direct Testimony Due: 

11/15/2016; Applicant's Rebuttal Testimony Due: 11/22/2016; and Other Parties of Record Surrebutta I Testimony 
Due: 11/20/2016. All prefiled testimony deadlines are subject to the information as posted on www.psc.sc.gov  
under Docket No. 2016-29-WS. 

Public Service Commission of South Carolina • Attention: Clerk's Office • 101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 Columbia, SC 29210 



Any person who wishes to request that the Commission hcad a public hearing in his or her county of residence in 

order to hear comments from the utility's customers, should notify, in writing, the Commission; the Office of 

Regulatory Staff at 1401 Main Street, Suite 900, Columbia, South Carolina 29201; and the company at the above 
address, on or before October 4, 2016. Please refer to Docket No. 2016-29-WS. 

For the most recent information regarding this docket, including changes in scheduled dates included in this Notice, 
please refer to www.psc.sc.gov  and Docket No. 2016-29-WS. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who wishes to have his or her comments considered as part of the official 
record of this proceeding MUST present such comments in person to the Commission during the hearing. 

Persons seeking information about the Commission's procedures should contact the Commission at (803) 896-5100 
or visit its website at www.pSC.Sc.g0v.  

a. 

8/29/16 

Public Service Commission of South Carolina • Attention: Clerk's Office • 101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 • Columbia, Sc 29210 



Post Office Box 1028 
Beaufort, S.C. 29901-1028 

HARBOR ISLAND UTILITIES, INC. 

September 12, 2016 

Dear Harbor Island Utilities Customer: 

(843) 982-0405 fax: 982-0707 

 

Earlier this year, I met with the Harbor Island Owners Association Board and informed 
them that we were applying to the Public Service Commission of S.C. (PSC) for an 
increase in water and sewer rates. Enclosed please find the official Notice of Filing and 

-TPreffle Testimony Deadlines from the PSC. The PSC likely will make a final decision in 
early 2017. Our last rate increases will have been ten years ago (2007). 

These increases are necessary due to increased cost of operations and including several 
major upgrades and repairs to the water and sewer systems. In addition to painting the 
tanks, which many of you are aware of, we completely replaced the original water 
pumping system. The new system provides consistent pressure under even the heaviest 
demands. We also replaced the wastewater effluent filter with a system that is reliable 
and provides a very high quality effluent, which is necessary to comply with the 
stringent standards required by the SC Department of Health & Environmental Control. 

For the average homeowner with minimum water use (less than 2,000 gallons per 
month), the monthly increase will amount to $23.50 for water and $25.24 for sewer or a 
monthly total of $48.74. I realize that this is a large increase all at once but it is an 
average of about $4.87 per year over the past ten years. 

The PSC will review our records, facilities, and justification for the rate increases. They 
have scheduled a public hearing for Tuesday, December 6, 2016,at the PSC's Hearing 
Room in Columbia. I encourage you to be involved with the process and give them your 
input 

If you have any questions about the rate case or any other issue, please call us at (843) 
982-0405. 

Sincerely, 

QA10-1° 11"2/X)7  
Robert G. Gross 
President 
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PUBLICSERVICE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CLERK'S OFFICE 

DOCKET NO. 2016-29•WS 

Application of Harbor Island UtIlltles, Inc. for Approval of • New Sthedule of Rates and Charges for Water and Sewer Seale< on Harker Island. Beau-
fort County 

Harbor Wand lAilltier. Inc. (Harbor Island or the Company) has filed an Application for adjuronent pirates and charges fee and the modification of certain 
Waits and conditions related to. the provision of water and sewer service for residential end commercial cuatomers. According to the Applicadon, due to 
increased operating expenses and major aphid Improvements, tilt Company must Increase Ito rates end thaws. Detailed ant judffications Alt induded on 
page three of the Application and Include, but are not limited to the following purchasing a backap generator to provide electric power to the system In the 
event of power allure; pun:haling a new water valve amebas purchasing end installing • Mug-Meter to accunacly Mayen: the amount uf hatted diluent 
water pumped to the Papp Island Public Service Maria (P1PSD); replicas valver in the water distribution system, and replacing the mond of the two blow. 
ere at the wastewater treatment system. 

Harbor Island dates that some of the more notable rasons the operating ethensa have increased= as follows (see page five for the complete listh Beau-
fort-Jesper Water &Sewer Authority (BJWSA) raised the wholesale sate of itl water from S2.60 per le00 gsZons to 10.67 pa IWO gabns in 2015 and from 
$2.63 per 10110 gallons to $2.66 per IOW gallons In 2016; FIND harmed the transportation fee for water delivered to Harbor Wand from $0.33 per 1000 
gallons to S034 per 1000 plane In 2D15; end the coat to dispose of waste activated dodge has Awe from approximately S4.500 annually in 2011-2012.2017to 
on average of over $14,000 annually for 2014-2015. 

THE PRESEN,  ARID MOPOSED RATES ARE SETROATH MOW 

SEWER 
CURRENT RATE PROPOSED NOW RAM 

Resteentlal $37.l0/month $62.42/rtionth 
commercial - $37.111 for 10.500 piton plus 51:50/1,000 

wows imp 
$72.42 for 00.500 gallons Phis 

$1.50/1,0D0 areas maga 

othErat 
seop at far New Calmer. $25.00 $25.e0 
Passibreugh gate Imams Iran Iteartera 
Naar Watt &gamy Authority er the NOP 
Island Pablo !entice District 

Attest Attest 

MmintstratNe Pee for Dolinque/RAccounti 
410.00 $15.03 

tate Pees In PSC= Regulations 131134 of unpaid Simms 
Returned Chscflee In PSC5CRegulatIons 530.03 

WATER 
CURRENT/ATE PROPOSEOPEW ROTE 

Residential 11" meter (hoer $1734/menth $3563/month 
Residential 1' meter (basal $21.00/month $31L.17/month 
Residential 1Wmeter (bert) 0630/month $44.17/month 
yule 54.67/1,000 gallons 0.17/1 OMIgallons 

ComiancIalW mew (base) - $24.00/month $42.17/month 
Commercial 1 meter (hise) $2720/month $(337/month 	- 
Commercial 114' meter (base) $35.00/month S01.17/rnenth 
Wage 54.62/1.000 pima 0.17/1 000gallens 

IrrtiatiorrIC rnehelbase) - 	- 517.21/montlr 535.61Pnenth 
!Motion r meter (base) S71.00/month $3957/nienth 
InidaUon 1/1. meter (base) 06.50bwonth $44.117/manth 
Lima 54.62/1,000 gallons 9747/00:0 (mom 

Multiple Residence Motors cbuir $1734/menth $27.09/month 
Uses. $4.e2/1,000 seam $737/1,0o0 anon. 

Aro madam usage 
Meter Ungetharge $65.00 $65.00. 
Water Deposit $75.00 $75.00 
Usage $47/11-603 Iltloits 	' $747/1,600 (dons 

The 401=1 num filed portant to S.C. Code Ann. 55 -5-240 and III S.C.. Code Ann. liege 103-5 VIA and 103.712.4.A. 
A copy of the company's application can be found on the CommIslion's rabid/nu vanapsc.sc.gov  under Docket No. 2016.29.WS. Additionally, copy of the 
application it available from the office ofJ.Thomas Abel • Nola Wall Law Finn. Post Office Box 1727. Beastfart South Carolina 29901-1727 and Robert 
G, Gross, President Harbor IslandDada Inc. Post 00a Box 1020, Baotou. South Gaullism 29901-1023. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that &hearing. purtuant too! C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-011.00 the above mattes has Men scheduled to begin on Thealay. Decem-
ber 06, 201k at 1000 a.m., before the Commission In oh Commission's Hearing Room at 101 Exec dye Center Drive, Saluda Building. Columbia. South 
Carolina 29210 for the purpose of raciving testimony end evidence hem all Maraud parks. The haring may continue though December 7. 2016, if oats. 
sori 

Any person who wishes to panlapate in thls matters, a arty ef maid thotdd file a Petition to Intervene In accordance with the Commission's Rules of 
Practise and Procedure on or before October 4,2016, by filing the Petition to Intervene with the Commission, by providing • copy to the Office of Regulatory 
Stair and by providing copy to all parties of wont For the receipt of future Commission correspondence, pleat include an email address in the Petition to 
Intervene. Phase refer to Docket No. 2016-29-WS and molls ropyroolI.eherportlen In AA docket Any person who seeks to intervene and who wishes to 
testify and present evidence at the hearing Mould notify, in writing. the Commialon; the Office of Reguffitory Status ICH Main Street. Suite NM, Columbia, 
South Caroline 29201:and the companyat the above address. an or before Octxtber 42014 Please refer to DocketNo. 2016.29-WS 

INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD (Applicentaaffiunees ,  and Intenenon only)t 
All Parties of Record must prefile testimony with the Commission and with all Pardes of Record. PrefiletlTertimony Deadline= Applicant...Direct Testimo-
ny Due 11/1/10161 Other Forties of Record Mac ThatInsony Dar nagoottx Applicant's Bansual Tealroony Dan II1271201M and Other Patties of 
Record Surrebotallkstimony Dun 11/29/2016. All prefiled testimony deadlines ore subject to the information as posted on www.pasc.gov  under Docket 
No. 2016.29. WS. 

Any penten who Mahn to request that the COrrunAllon hold a public hearing in Its or her county of residence In order to hear comments from the allityis 
customers, should notilit in writing, the Committee n; the Office of Regulatory Stara 1401 Melt, Stoat, Suite 900. Columbia South Carolina 29201; and the 
company at the thove address, on or before October 4, 2016, Please refer to Docket No 201649-WA 

Per the most recent Information regarding No docket, Including changes in scheduled data Included In Ohio Notice. please refer to www.psc.segov and Dodo 
et No. 2016-29-WS. 

PLEASE TAKENOTICE that any panto who wishes to have user her comments considered III part uf the official record of this proceedlengMll.fl present 
such commenti In person to the Cornmadon &inns the hearing 

Persons seeking information about the Commisalool procedures should contact the Commbslon at ODD 896.5100 or shit its webeite at wwwpckscgov. 

9/6/16 

Public Service Commiation of South Carolina • Attention: Oerlds Office • 101 Executive Center Dan. Suite 100 • Columbia. SC 291t0 
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